THE HABIT OF READING GOD’S WORD
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"The whole Bible was given to us by inspiration from God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives; it straightens us out and helps us do what is right. It is God's way of making us well prepared at every point, fully equipped to do good to everyone."  2 Timothy 3:16‑17 (LB)

 
HOW TO GET A "GRASP" ON YOUR BIBLE

SIX WAYS TO GET A GRASP ON YOUR BIBLE
Hear - Read - Study - Memorize - Meditate - Apply It

The hand illustration


(On this page trace an outline of your own hand!)

 I. How to hear God's word

"Faith comes from hearing the Word of God."  Rom 10:17


Ways to hear God's Word


The Bible on tape


Church services


Bible studies


Sermon tapes


Radio/TV

Problem: We forget 95% of what we hear after 72 hours.


HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR HEARING
1. Be ready and eager to hear God.

(Jesus) "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."  Luke 8:8

"How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!"  

Psalm 119:103

2. Deal with attitudes that prevent hearing God

The Parable of the sower......  (Luke 8:4‑15)

· A closed mind: Is fear, pride or bitterness preventing me from hearing God?

·  A superficial mind: Am I really serious about wanting to hear God speak?

·   A preoccupied mind: Am I too busy and concerned with other things to concentrate 

       on what God has to say?

 "Consider carefully how you listen..."  Luke 8:18

3. Confess any sin in your life?

"...Get rid of all moral filth and humbly accept the Word..."  James 1:21

4. Take notes on what you hear.

"We must pay more careful attention to what we've heard, so that we do not drift away!"  Heb 2:1

Keep a Spiritual Notebook
5. Act on what you hear!

"Do not merely listen to the Word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says!"  

James 1:22

"Whoever...does not simply listen and then forget, but puts it into practice ‑ that person will be blessed in what he does."  James 1:25 (GN)

* PUT A STAR ON THE AREA YOU TO WORK ON THE MOST
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Read two chapters and call me tomorrow - God!

II. How To Read God's Word

"Happy is the one who reads this book...and obey what is written in it!"  Rev 1:3 (GN)

How often should I read God's Word?  DAILY
"(The Scriptures) shall be his constant companion. He must read from it everyday of his life so that he will learn to respect the Lord his God by obeying all of his commands."  Deut 17:19 (LB)


SUGGESTIONS
· Read it systematically

· Bible without notes

· Read it in DIFFERENT translations   (Good News, Living, Phillips)

· Read it aloud quietly to yourself

· Underline or color code key verses

· Choose a reading plan and stick with it

If I read approximately 15 minutes a day, I can read through the Bible once a year.


A BIBLE READING PLAN


THROUGH THE NEW TESTAMENT IN 30 DAYS

1. Matthew 1‑9

2. Matthew 10‑15

3. Matthew 16‑22

4. Matthew 23‑28

5. Mark 1‑8

6. Mark 9‑16

7. Luke 1‑6

8. Luke 7‑11

9. Luke 12‑18

10. Luke 19‑24

11. John 1‑7

12. John 8‑13

13. John 14‑22

14. Acts 1‑7

15. Acts 8‑14

16. Acts 15‑21

17. Acts 22‑28

18. Romans 1‑8

19. Romans 9‑16

20. 1 Corinthians 1‑9

21. 1 Corinthians 10‑16

22. 2 Corinthians 1‑13

23. Galatians ‑ Ephesians

24. Philippians ‑ 2 Thessalonians

25. 1 Timothy ‑ Philemon

26. Hebrews

27. James ‑ 2 Peter

28. 1 John ‑ 3 John

29. Revelation 1‑11

30. Revelation 12‑22

III. How To Study God's Word

"...They accepted the message eagerly and studied the scriptures everyday..."  

Acts 17:11 (PH)

"Be a good workman...know what His Word says and means."  2 Tim 2:15

· The difference between reading and studying the Bible is what you USE when you study.  (A PENCIL AND PAPER)

· The secret of effective Bible study is knowing how to ASK THE RIGHT QUESTIONS.

[WHO - WHAT- WHEN - WHERE - WHY]


Suggested Resources For Bible Study
"Dynamic Bible Study Methods" by Rick Warren

  (12 different methods are explained in simple step by step instructions.)

Study Bible:

·  The Best Personal Study Bible:

     "The Life Application Bible" (Tyndale)

·  The Best Topical Study Bible:

     "The Thompson Chain Reference Bible ‑ NIV 

·  The Best Background Study Bible:

     "The NIV Study Bible"  (Zondervan)

·  The Best Doctrine Study Bible:

     "The Disciples Study Bible" (Holman)

Bible Handbooks:

* "Richard's Complete Handbook"  (Word)

* "Haley's Bible Handbook"  (Zondervan)

* "Eerdman's Bible Handbook"  (Eerdmans)

Other Important Study Tools:

As many different translations as you can afford!

 (These can also be purchased in parallel editions)

A complete concordance to match your translations or a Bible on computer such as "Quickverse" or the website;

www.bible.gospelcom.net/bible

www.crosswalk.com

* "The New Bible Dictionary"  (Eerdmans)

* "The Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible"  (Baker)

* "The New Bible Commentary"  (Eerdmans)

* "The Moody Atlas of Bible Lands"  (Moody)

How To Apply God's Word

"Do not fool yourselves by just listening to the Word. Instead, put it into practice."   James 1:22

"...Whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven."  

                                                                                                                                       Matthew 5:19

Application Bridge

· 1st ask: What did it mean to the original hearers?

· 2nd ask: What is the underlying timeless principle?

· 3rd ask: What or how could I practice that principle?

Write out a sentence that describes a project or action you will take to apply the truth.

The Bible doesn‘t teach total abstinence of drinking alcohol, but the timeless principle taught in the Scripture is that it is better not to because it might cause a brother to stumble   (Also see Romans 14)

Most applications will focus on one of 3 RELATIONSHIPS:

With God...

Within myself...

With other people...


4 Marks Of A Good Application Project
· It's PERSONAL

· It's PRACTICAL

· It's POSSIBLE

· It's PROVABLE

"Now that you know these things ‑ do them! That is the path of blessing!"  

John 13:17 (LB)
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